
A Love Story: When God Said "I Do" 

God is the universe's most persistent romantic. In Isaiah 62:1-5, He's like that person who won't 

stop talking about their crush. "For Zion's sake, I will not be quiet!" It's as if God is standing 

outside Jerusalem's window with a divine boombox, refusing to leave until His beloved notices 

Him. St. Augustine wrote that this passage shows God as a "divine suitor."  

Think about it: God changes Jerusalem's relationship status from "It's Complicated" ("Forsaken" 

and "Desolate") to "Married" ("My Delight" and "Espoused"). It's the original social media status 

update! St. Jerome commented that this name change represents a complete transformation of 

identity, kind of like when your friend gets married, and suddenly their entire personality becomes 

"married person" (we all know someone like that). 

Then we get to the Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-12), where Jesus performs His first miracle. Notice 

how He doesn't start His public ministry with something traditionally impressive like parting a sea 

or calling down fire. Nope, He helps prevent a social faux pas at a wedding reception! St. John 

Chrysostom points out that Jesus chose a wedding for His first miracle to honor marriage. 

But here it gets deep: The whole water-into-wine thing is like God saying, "You think human 

marriage is good? Hold my chalice!" The transformation of water into wine prefigures how Christ 

will transform the Church into His bride. St. Cyril of Alexandria saw this miracle as a symbol of 

Christ transforming our ordinary lives into something extraordinary through His marriage to the 

Church. 

Consider this: At a typical wedding, you start with the good wine and end with the cheap stuff. But 

at Cana, Jesus saves the best for last. It's like God saying, "Your earthly marriages are cute, but 

wait till you see what I've got planned!" The Church Fathers saw this as a metaphor for how the 

New Covenant (Jesus's relationship with the Church) is even better than the Old Covenant (like 

upgrading from flip phones to smartphones). 

And let's talk about those six stone jars. They were used for Jewish purification rites, but Jesus 

transforms their contents into party wine. It's like He's saying, "Your relationship with God doesn't 

have to be just all rules and regulations - it can also be a celebration!"  

Here's the punchline: God isn't just into casual dating with humanity. He's going for the full 

commitment, complete with a ring (eternal covenant), a feast (the Eucharist), and yes, even the 

occasional miracle to keep the party going. And unlike some marriages where the excitement fades, 

God promises in Isaiah that He'll keep pursuing us with the enthusiasm of a teenager with their 

first crush. 

So next time someone asks you about the theology of marriage, you can tell them: "It's like God's 

ultimate rom-com, where He pulls out all the stops to win His bride, the Church. And spoiler alert: 

He's really good at wedding receptions!" 



Remember, as St. Paul would say (if he were a modern relationship counselor): "God's love 

language is definitely acts of service... and turning water into wine!" 

 


